
hi,
  planner

I’m Kristine. I’m a wedding planner & designer and founder of Simply 
Charming Socials. After a few years of producing fashion events in NYC, 
I coordinated a wedding by chance and fell absolutely in love. Let’s talk 
more about that over coffee sometime. Fast forward to today: I own 
one of the Southeast’s premier wedding planning companies, servicing 

engaged couples that are getting married in the heart Atlanta and beyond. I combine a completely 
customized planning process with a curated team of wedding professionals and my no-nonsense 
approach to all of the ups and downs an engagement has to offer. See, with a wedding comes 
expectations, etiquette, old school ways and new school rules, lots of emotion, an inevitable dash 
of drama, and all the #hearteyes a girl can stand. 

Since 2010, I have helped over one hundred couples plan the most memorable day of their lives 
by highlighting their love stories, keeping up with all of the logistics, navigating through the rules 
of etiquette, sneaking in a few surprises, and producing the ultimate wedding day for them and 
their guests. My work has been featured in some of the most prominent wedding publications 
such as Martha Stewart Weddings, Southern Weddings, and The Knot and I am a frequent expert 
contributor to BRIDES. 

My tailored services have allowed me to work one-on-one with the loveliest clientele, planning 
and designing their weddings from Yes! to I do! There are countless frequently asked questions 
that ultimately arise, and as overwhelming as the process can be, I wanted the find a way to cut 
through all the noise and provide straightforward, helpful answers to engaged couples everywhere. 
This is Charm School: Extra Credit, FREE 7 Days of Tips & Advice for the Newly Engaged. 

letter  from  the

In the blink of an eye (or the tap of a finger), you can go from 0 to 100 
real quick. Before you “socially announce” your big news, a.k.a. FB status 
update/#instagram story/Snapchat/group text, tell those nearest and 
dearest in person. Or on FaceTime if that’s the closest thing to it. Parents, 
grandparents, siblings, and besties will all appreciate the sentiment.

One more note about the blessing and the curse that is technology. 
Remember that not all of your Facebook friends will be invited to 
the wedding, nor will they probably be interested in round-the-clock 
updates about your recurring nightmare, strapless bra woes, absentee 
bridesmaid, the cramp in your finger from writing thank you cards, etc. 
etc. etc. Share your photos and updates with tact and grace. 

02.

03.

If you haven’t yet told a soul, wait a few days and celebrate alone. Once 
the floodgates are open, it’s hard not to feel bombarded with cheers 
and questions and information. Even if you’ve already spread the news, 
remember that it always comes down to the two of you. Carve out some 
one-on-one time to spend as a couple, dreaming about the future, sharing 
your wedding must-haves and no-ways, and deciding what is important to 
you both for your engagement, wedding, honeymoon, and beyond.

01. TAKE SOME TIME TO SOAK IT 
ALL IN AS A COUPLE.

the etiquette of engagement

WHEN YOU CAN, SHARE  
THE NEWS IN PERSON. 

DON’T OVERSHARE  
ON SOCIAL MEDIA. 

You have that ring, now show it off. Good light. Good nails. Good camera. 
I asked one of my favorite photographers for a tip on how to best snap 
a pic of your sparkler. 

Save-the-Dates ≠ Engagement Announcement. Only send Save-the-
Dates to those who you would expect to show up at the wedding. Even 
if you think your grandmother’s old neighbor who would never make 
the trek, you may be surprised. 1. I’ve seen miracles, and 2. it will appear 
as though you’re just asking for gifts. Save-the-Date = On the Guest 
List, however unlikely it is that they’ll attend.

04.

07.

CAPTURE THAT  
RING SHOT. 

SEND SAVE-THE-DATES 
WISELY.

Good even light is key. For an 
added touch to ring shots you can 
place the ring in a vintage box, pair 
it with some flowers, or lay it on a 
love letter.
- SAWYER BAIRD 
Named Brit+Co.’s Top 15 Best Destination Photographer to follow on Instagram

This sounds kind of silly but when you’ve been asked the same question for 
the fourteenth time, you’ll thank me. If you don’t know the answer or you’re 
not yet ready to share, just remember this: “We’re still working on…” This 
phrase is generic yet versatile enough to be used for just about anything:

 Where are you getting married?  
 We’re still working on the details.  
  
 Where are you registered?  
 We’re still working on completing a registry. 

 How many guests are you having?  
 We’re still working on our guest list. 
 
 Which photographer have you hired?  
 We’re still working on our vendor list.
  
 What are your colors?  
 We’re still working on that.  
 
It won’t work forever, but it can buy you some time. 

05. PRE-PLAN  
YOUR ANSWERS.

In whichever way works for you, take note of the moments. Capturing 
photos (wouldn’t polaroids be fun?!), writing in a pretty notebook, 
jotting down highlights in your phone. You’ll look back one day and 
relive the love. 

Obviously, you’re seeking some planning advice because you signed 
up for this course, and I’d love to work with you one-on-one. But even 
before the planning begins, educate yourself on where to start and 
create a plan. Announce your engagement, choose a date, establish the 
budget, book a planner, find a venue, ask your wedding party. There is 
an order for these things that will make your life easier. Need guidance? 
You know where to find me. And if you want to fly solo with just a 
little coordination at the end, that’s okay, too. No matter what, educate 
yourself and come up with a plan. A bit of organization goes a long way 
and pacing yourself will pay off in the end. 

Have you proposed yet? To your besties, I mean. IF you’re having a wedding party, which is totally optional, consider what it means for them to 
be part of your day. Manage your own expectations for each bridesmaid and groomsman, flower girl, reader, and usher, so you can clearly decide 
who to ask and convey what role you’d like them to play. Be considerate about the time commitment, financial responsibilities, and feelings. But 
ultimately, choose those who will love you the best and support you in your journey to the altar and beyond.

Whether it’s a quick text back or a handwritten letter, always remember 
to say thanks in a sincere and timely manner for all of the well wishes 
and gifts you’ll inevitably receive. Create a column on your guest list 
for gifts received and another to notate if you’ve mailed your thank you 
note. This will help you keep track of it all so nobody is forgotten. 

06.

09.

08.

10.

JOURNAL  
YOUR STORY

KNOW WHERE TO BEGIN  
WITH PLANNING. 

UNDERSTAND THE ROLE OF 
YOUR WEDDING PARTY.

SAY  
THANK YOU. 

 

CLICK HERE TAKE A PEEK AT  

OUR FAVORITE MINIMALIST SAVE-THE-DATES 
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Now, to 
contemplate 

wedding party 
gifts and 

mismatched 
bridesmaid 

dresses. 
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the big  
announcement
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